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her navy at Cape St. Vincent (February 1797). Holland
suffered similarly at Camperdown in October, St. Vincent
and St. Lucia, taken by the French in 1795, were recaptured
by Abercrqmby in 1796, and in December of the same year
Hoche failed in his attempted descent upon Ireland.
But though England's successes at sea were virtually
unbroken, the outlook for her in 1797 was not free from
anxiety. Ireland was on the verge of rebellion; there were
mutinies in the fleet, and no little discontent at home; a
financial panic compelled the suspension of cash payments,
and Consols fell to 48. Moreover, on the Continent there
was no longer a soldier in arms against the French Republic.
Pitt, always averse to the war, was now more than ever
anxious to make peace. Twice in 1796 he had made over-
tures to the Directory, and in 1797 negotiations were re-
sumed at Lille. Lord Malmesbury, to whom they were en-
trusted, was sincerely anxious for peace, but his efforts to
obtain it were vain, and Pitt no sooner realized their vanity
than he threw himself with vigour into the task of forming
a second coalition against France.
Hardly was the ink dry on the Treaty of Campo-Formio
before it became clear that Bonaparte regarded it not as a
settlement but as a stepping-stone. Disturbances in Rome
led to the occupation of the City by French troops (Febru-
ary 1798). The advent of the French was soon followed
by the establishment of the Roman Republic and the
expulsion of the Pope. The Swiss Federation was the next
victim. The Swiss were now as ever anxious to avoid being
involved in the continental turmoil: but no efforts could
avail; early in 1798 Switzerland was conquered, and the
Helvetic Republic was established in dose dependence upon
France.
But Bonaparte himself had bigger things on hand. Soon
after the coup d'ttat of Fructidor he was appointed to the
THE EGYPTIAN chief command of the ' army of England'.
EXPEDITION xfie Directory wished him to attempt the in-
vasion of England; but Bonaparte decided, after inspection
of the French coast, that this was impracticable; he pre-